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CREATIVE WAYS TO HELP THE GOSPEL RESOUND

The people in congregations—and churches across the U.S.—are coming
together during this Lottie Moon season to help the gospel resound through
the nations. And they’re doing it in creative ways. Explore these ideas

and stories to find something you can use in your church this year.

IDEAS FOR WORSHIP SERVICES

For members of Emmanuel Southern Baptist Church in Decatur, lll., summer looks a
lot like Christmas. That's because the church holds a “Lottie Moon in June” service,
complete with a red and green decorated sanctuary and Christmas music. The church
collects a special Lottie Moon offering to support missionaries around the globe.

Big Bone Baptist in Union, Ky., used Skype to connect with a missionary family they
knew in the Middle East. They also used it to reach a church member who was on
mission during the Lottie Moon season. Seeing and hearing from missionaries the
offering supports helps the congregation put a name and face to their giving.

If you have an international Baptist church in your community, consider swapping pastors for
a Sunday morning or a Wednesday evening event. Ask the visiting pastor to share about the
cultures represented in his church. Ask your pastor to share with the neighboring congregation
that we will work together as Christians to reach all peoples of the world with the Gospel.

IDEAS FOR THE WHOLE CONGREGATION

Church auctions are a time-honored tradition with lots of room for creativity: baked
goods, bicycles, donated timeshares, gift baskets, airline miles and tickets, etc.

Everyone has items they no longer need, so host a church-wide yard
sale with donated items from your congregation.

Churches looking to hold a more formal event might consider holding a Lottie Moon Banquet.
Attendees can hear inspirational messages from missions pastors and IMB missionaries, along
with a call to pledge their support to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. Make it a black-

tie affair or dress things down with a chili and cornbread night or potluck supper.

IDEAS FOR KIDS

Get creative with spare change and host a Thanks a Million Drive. Set a
goal of collecting 1,000,000 spare pennies for Lottie Moon.

Offer kids a chance to participate by decorating the offering buckets
and helping pass them around on Sunday morning.

Bradfordville First Baptist Church in Tallahassee, Fl., held a Lottie Moon tea for mothers
and daughters to spend time together and pray for missionaries. Also, their children’s
ministry chose to set a goal of supporting a missionary for a day. Through these measures
and use of IMB Lottie Moon resources, the church surpassed its LMCO goal.
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IDEAS FOR YOUTH MINISTRY

* Even the youngest members of your youth group can help run a Lottie Moon Breakfast
Bar. Set up your Breakfast Bar (or “Latte Moon Cafe”) in your Sunday School area and
have your youth group sell coffee, donuts, fruit, perhaps even waffles and pancakes!

* Make a mess in the name of missions! Set a goal for your students and have a pastor
or youth minister commit to getting a pie in the face if the kids can beat it.

e Students can make handmade Christmas cards to be sold to church members for missions.

IDEAS FOR WOMEN'’S MINISTRY

e Unite the generations with a mother/daughter Lottie Moon tea party, dessert night, or soup dinner.
Hold a silent auction while enjoying delicious snacks and testimonies from other women serving overseas.

* Selling essential oils, health products, Avon or Mary Kay are great ways to
earn extra cash. These self-employed entrepreneurs can donate their skills
by setting aside a portion of their profits for Lottie Moon.

* Northside Baptist Church in Rock Hill, S.C., is challenging couples in the congregation not to
exchange presents with each other this year and instead add that amount to what they would
normally give to the Lottie Moon offering. David Petro, Minister of Education and Students,
says “We are not a big church, but we serve a BIG God and know that if other churches will
do the same we can get missionaries on the field so they can proclaim the name of Christ.”

IDEAS FOR FAMILIES

* Take an empty Chinese takeout box and let your kids decorate it as their Lottie Moon
Christmas Bank. Make a point to deposit all of your family’s spare change in the Lottie
Bank throughout the year, then give it to your church’s Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.

* Families can commit to giving up a regular treat for the Lottie season and
donating the money they save to Lottie Moon. Forgo the Starbucks, skip the
ice cream, postpone the weekend matinee—whatever works for you.

 Keep a globe or world map close to your dinner table. Let children take turns pointing to a country.

Pray that the people in that country will know Jesus. Pray for missionaries serving in those areas.




