
HIGHLIGHTS AND REALITIES
Numbers you need to know

Dear Partners,

Thank you for your labors on behalf of our Lord! We are grateful for all who 
have placed their hands on the plow and work in anticipation of a Kingdom 
harvest, including those whose work is praying, giving, and sending.  

This global update proves we have cause for rejoicing as we see what the Lord is 
doing among and through our personnel and partners. This update also helps us 
understand where we need to focus our energies and resources as it identifi es 
peoples and places where there is no witness. Much work is being done but 
much work remains. 

Seeing the needs and opportunities that God has set before us, we have a goal 
of growing our mission force over the next fi ve years by an additional 500 
missionaries. This growth will require greater generosity and sacrifi ce by all who 
obey our Lord’s Great Commission to get the gospel to every people and place. 

Please join us in praising God for those who are being reached. And continue 
to pray that the gospel will be proclaimed to all who have yet to hear.

Blessings,

Dr. Paul Chitwood, President

Blessings,
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13,898
NEW CHURCHES 

PLANTED

Through IMB 
personnel and partners

in 2018

562,865
Heard some portion 
of the gospel in 2018

77,605
Said “Yes” to following 

Jesus Christ after hearing 
the gospel  

52,586
Followed their profession 

of faith in Jesus Christ 
with baptism

85,362

GLOBAL HIGHLIGHTS

DISPLAYPOSTERINSIDE

Indigenous leaders received 
pastoral, church planting, 

or theological training

HARSH REALITIES

Thank you for 
praying, giving, going, 

and sending.
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2,469
PEOPLE GROUPS

WITHOUT SCRIPTURE

5,375
LANGUAGES

SPOKEN GLOBALLY

2,568
TRANSLATION 

PROJECTS 
IN PROGRESS

Even with over 2,500 
translation projects in 

progress, 25% of spoken 
languages do not have 

Scripture to share the gospel 
in a people’s heart language. 

• Pray a prayer of thanksgiving to the Lord for the lost  
   who have been reached, the new churches that have 
   been planted, and the new workers who have answered   
   God’s call to the nations.

• Pray that the missionaries will be strengthened 
   and encouraged in their ministry.

• Pray that the Lord will send out more who will go 
   to share the gospel with the multitudes who are 
   dying daily without Christ.

 • Ask God to show you the part He has for you 
   in His great plan to reach the multitudes.

Less than 2% Evangelical  Population     Dying Daily Without Christ
Russians of Russia  111,350,000  4,080
Japanese of Japan  123,860,000  3,343
Germans of Germany  64,670,000  2,072
Italians of Italy  57,110,000  1,633
Punjabi of Pakistan  80,590,000  1,391
Some of these people groups are so large that thinking about reaching them is like thinking 
about reaching a third of the United States.

Less than 0.1% Evangelical  Population      Dying Daily Without Christ
Somali of Somalia  6,720,000  236
Southern Pashtun of Afghanistan  6,000,000  217
Northern Yemeni of Yemen  10,190,000  165
Khmer Krom of Vietnam  7,000,000  113
Middle Pashtun of Afghanistan  2,900,000  105
Globally 2,667 people groups are less than 0.1% evangelical Christian. How will they hear 
unless someone tells them?

imb.org/go

Please Pray

25%

Picture everyone in 
Kansas City, Kansas, or 
Clarksville, Tennessee, 

dying in one day.

155,252
DYING DAILY 

WITHOUT CHRIST

GLOBAL POPULATION 7,584,600,466
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Largest
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DYING DAILY WITHOUT CHRIST
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I SAW
A GREAT MULTITUDE

FROM EVERY NATION AND 
ALL TRIBES AND PEOPLES 

AND LANGUAGES STANDING 
BEFORE THE THRONE.

REV 7:9

OF LANGUAGES
ARE WITHOUT

SCRIPTURE


