Naath of South Sudan

Did you know that in many African cultures, cows are like money? If fact, in many cases, if you were to ask an African man how many cows he owns, it’s a lot like asking him how much money he has. Sometimes people make payments with cows instead of money. Cows are traded to settle conflicts between families.  Cows are even used to “buy” a bride! The more cows are exchanged for a girl to be given in marriage, the more valuable she is. 

There is a people group in South Sudan called the Naath. They are unreached and unengaged which means that there are VERY few followers of Christ, if any, and there are currently no known gospel messengers among them. The Naath, also called the Nuer, are cattle herders living in both Ethiopia and South Sudan. They believe in lesser gods, which they call “kuuth,” and one higher god which they call “Kuoth.” The Naath from Ethiopia have had more exposure to Christanity than the Naath of South Sudan. Perhaps the Naath in Ethiopia might one day be a gospel witness to the Naath in South Sudan.


Let’s pray for the Naath! Pray that someone will go and tell them how they might know and trust the ONE TRUE GOD! Psalm 50:10 says, “For every beast of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills.” Our God, who owns all the cows in the world, is also rich in mercy. He wants all men, women, and children, to know him. Pray that these cattle herders will forsake all their earthly possessions to find the richest treasure yet, that can never be lost, traded, or stolen.

Don’t forget to pray for the Naath children, too! Pray that as the boys dream about how many cows they’ll own one day and maybe the girls dream about how many they’re worth, God would draw them to something that is infinitely better than anything in this world we might possess…HIMSELF! 
