
How many copies of the Bible do you have in your 
house? Go ahead and check. I’ll wait. If you’re not at 
home, how many copies of the Bible do you think you 
have? Did you remember to include Bible apps? Are 
all your copies in English? Maybe not. What other 
languages are included in your copies of the Bible 
count? In our house, we own 14 printed English Bi-
bles, 7 English Bible apps, 1 printed Greek, 1 printed 
Setswana (a language spoken in Botswana, Africa), 
1 printed Latin, 1 app with 30 different translations, 
and 4 printed storybook bibles. Phew! And that’s not 
counting the copies we’ve given away, lost in one of 
our multiple international moves, or worn out until 
they’re reduced to dust!

In the country of Chad, there is an unengaged, un-
reached people group numbering 111,000 called the 
Banda. The Banda’s religion is closely tied to their 
unique culture and traditions. The IMB is not aware 
of anyone proclaiming the gospel among the Banda. There are also no gospel tools available in their language, 
which is called West Central Banda. No gospel recordings, radio broadcasts, or “JESUS” film. There are also 
NO parts of the Bible translated in their language.

Have you ever stopped to think what a gift it is that you have even one copy of the Bible written in your own 
language? In America, Bibles are everywhere! You can find them in grocery stores, hotel rooms, on your 
phone…and not only that, but, at least in English, we have multiple ways of reading the Bible. Storybooks, 
study Bibles, audio Bibles; and in multiple translations in English. A quick internet search will tell you that 
there are more than 450 English translations of the Bible! But did you know that there are still many peoples 

around the world who don’t have the Bible available AT ALL in their language? 
Can you imagine NOT having the Bible in your language?  This is the reality for 
the many, many peoples who have yet to receive the Bible in their own language, 
like the Banda of Chad. Let’s pray now that God would raise up gospel witnesses 
to preach the Good News to the Banda and that the Bible would become avail-
able in their language.

Don’t forget to pray for the Banda children, too! Next time you read the Bible 
with your family, or with your church family, or on your own, remember that 
having access to the Bible is a gift and a blessing. It is how we can learn to love 
God and love others. Let’s love the Banda children now by praying that they will 
get this same gift and come to know the good Gift-Giver.


