
Have you ever seen a giant? The kind of giants you read about in fairy tales 
aren’t real, but what about someone who is unusually tall? Who’s the tallest 
person you know? I’m kind of tall for a girl and I’m 5’8”. My pastor is pretty 
tall and he is 6’3”. Did you know that the current record for the tallest NBA 
player is held by two men measuring 7’7”, one of whom is named Manute 
Bol. He played in the NBA for 10 years for the Washington Bullets, Golden 
State Warriors, Philadelphia 76ers, and Miami Heat. His height was a sight 
to see, especially when he shot three-pointers. There was one really memo-
rable game, where he shot six three-pointers in the second half, just barely 
falling short of the NBA record. What he was most famous for, other than 
his height, was his blocked shots. In fact, he is the only player in NBA histo-
ry to have blocked more shots than he did score points. He also happens to 
be a refugee from South Sudan.

There is an unreached, unengaged people group of 860,000 in South Sudan called the Zande. 

Historically, the Zande are small scale farmers growing maize, peanuts, cassava and sweet potatoes. Chris-
tianity was introduced to the Zande in the 1800s, but most Zande practice witchcraft. There is some work of 
evangelism and discipleship among the Zande but the need for solid biblical discipleship is still great.

I don’t know much about basketball, honestly, but I do know that getting the ball in the basket is a good thing. 
What I haven’t really thought about until now, is how important it is to the team and the overall game to 
block shots. Think about it. It can make the difference between winning and losing. It reminds me that of-
ten there are jobs on a team that are just as important but don’t seem as rewarding. You don’t get a point for 
blocking a shot. In missions sometimes we think the cross-cultural missionary or national believer who gets 
to deliver the message of the gospel in person is the shooter. That’s where the points count. But missions is 
more than that. God has designed the local church to carry out His mission to go take the gospel to the na-
tions. That means everyone in the church plays a part. You too! You can give sacrificially to send missionaries 
to unreached peoples and places, you can send out people from your church to fill those needs, and you can 
pray for the missionaries and unreached people groups like you are now, and maybe you go! Do your part 
now and pray that the gospel will be proclaimed among the Zande and those who chose to follow Christ will 
be deeply discipled and gathered into churches.

Don’t forget to pray for the Zande children, too! Manute Bol was a fascinating 
man. Not only was he an NBA player, but he also became a well-known advocate 
for his home country. He went back to South Sudan several times, visiting people 
in refugee camps and trying to use his influence as a basketball star to make a 
difference. Right now, you might not think you can make much of a difference for 
someone who lives so far away, but you can! Our great God is not limited to one 
place. There is not a corner of this world that can keep out His presence. He sees 
all things, hears all things, and knows all things. When we pray for unreached 
peoples, we are playing our part in the redemption plan of God to declare His 
glory to all nations. Taking part of God’s mission in prayer IS something you can 
do. It is the winning shot and block shot all in one.


