
Have you ever heard the expression, “what’s in a 
name?” It’s a reference to Shakespeare that simply 
means, a name doesn’t really matter. After all, a rose 
would smell just as sweet if it were any other name, 
right? Do you think that’s true? While you’re think-
ing about that, consider this also. There are lots of 
well-known names of VERY successful companies 
that have undergone name changes. For instance, if 
they had kept their original name, you might wear a 
pair of “Blue Ribbon Sports” shoes, instead of Nike. 
You might enjoy a nice cold “Brad’s Drink” instead 
of Pepsi and go to a “Sound of Music” to hit up after 
Christmas deals instead of Best Buy. After you run 
to “Sound of Music,” you might check out the sale 
at “Goodfellow’s Dry Goods Company” instead of 
Target. Before you do, better do a quick “Backrub” 
search, instead of Google, to save you the trouble 
of running all over town for the best deals. Hmm... 
what do you think? Maybe there’s something in a name after all.

There is an unreached, unengaged people group in the Republic of Congo called the Bangi. At one time, the 
Bangi people controlled a large portion of the Congo and many people adopted the Bangi language as a com-
mon language. Over time, they lost that control and what’s leftover is tension between different ethnic groups 
that remains today. Like so many other groups throughout Sub-Saharan Africa, the Bangi are considered to 
be Christian but only in name, not in practice, and often “Christian” means “anything but Muslim.”

Pray now the Bangi would encounter the person in whom they bear the name “Christian.” You know, Jesus 
might seem like a pretty uncommon name to us, but did you know, it wasn’t, and still isn’t that uncommon 
of a name in other cultures? In fact, lots of people are named Jesus. But only one Jesus can rightly be named 

Christ. And the term Christian means followers of Christ. If you know a person 
name Jesus and like his pictures on Instagram, you could be a follower of Jesus. 
But a Christian is a follower of the One and Only Jesus Christ, and that kind of 
follower has nothing to do with liking someone’s pics on Instagram or thoughts 
on Twitter. To be a follower of Christ, or Christian, means that you fully belong 
to Him. You have been bought by His blood. You are His.

Don’t forget to pray for the Bangi children, too! Can you imagine the joy the 
Bangi children might experience if they truly bore the name of Christ? Oh, the 
freedom, peace, and wonder of bearing the name of Christ, not just in speech, 
but deep, deep down in your new, set-free heart. 


