
DAY OF 
PRAYER
Join us in praying for our persecuted 
brothers and sisters around the world.

PERSECUTION IS ON THE RISE 

More than 360 million Christians worldwide suffer high levels of 
persecution and discrimination for their faith. That’s a staggering 
1 in 7 believers. According to the ministry Open Doors, that raises 
awareness and support of the worldwide persecuted church, the 
number of countries where Christians suffer high and extreme levels 
of persecution has almost doubled in the last 30 years.

WHAT IS PERSECUTION 

Persecution takes many forms and often looks different in various 
contexts throughout the world. Believers might be separated from 
their families or ostracized by their communities. They may face 
discrimination in the workplace or education system. They could lose 
jobs or become the targets of extremists. They might have to flee 
their homes, or even face imprisonment, torture, or death. 

WHY PRAY FOR PERSECUTED BELIEVERS 

The world’s greatest problem – lostness – is growing every day. As 
believers, we have the solution to that problem – the gospel. When we 
pray for persecuted believers, God uses their witness to inspire gospel 
transformation among the lost. 



imb.org/persecuted

STANDING WITH OUR PERSECUTED 
BROTHERS AND SISTERS, WE PRAY…

For Spirit-given boldness 
for all believers and 
wisdom in handling 
difficult situations. 
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God will use persecution 
to strengthen His Church 
and embolden believers to 
stand true.
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God will remind persecuted 
believers of Romans 
8:37-39: “No, in all these 
things we are more than 
conquerors through him 
who loved us. For I am 
convinced that neither 
death nor life, neither angels 
nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor 
any powers, neither height 
nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of 
God that is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” 
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7
2 Corinthians 1:3-4 for 
this group of persecuted 
believers: “Praise be to the 
God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of 
compassion and the God of 
all comfort, who comforts 
us in all our troubles, so that 
we can comfort those in any 
trouble with the comfort we 
ourselves receive from God.”

God will remind 
persecuted believers in 
South Asia of John 14:12-
13: “Very truly I tell you, 
whoever believes in me 
will do the works I have 
been doing, and they will 
do even greater things 
than these, because I am 
going to the Father. And I 
will do whatever you ask 
in my name, so that the 
Father may be glorified in 
the Son.” 
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Ephesians 6:10-11 over 
believers: “Finally, be strong 
in the Lord and in the 
strength of his might. Put 
on the whole armor of God, 
that you may be able to 
stand against the schemes 
of the devil.”

For persecuted believers 
to not be discouraged 
but emboldened by the 
Holy Spirit.
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God will use their 
testimony and provide 
opportunities for them 
to share the gospel with 
their neighbors.
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