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More than 380 million Christians worldwide 
suffer high levels of persecution and 
discrimination for their faith. That’s a staggering 
1 in 7 believers. According to Open Doors, a 
ministry that raises awareness and support of 
the worldwide persecuted church, the number 
of countries where Christians suffer high and 
extreme levels of persecution has almost 
doubled in the last 30 years. 

Persecution takes many forms and often looks 
different in various contexts throughout the 
world. Believers might be separated from their 
families or ostracized by their communities. 
They may face discrimination in the workplace 
or education system. They could lose jobs 
or become the targets of extremists. They 
might have to flee their homes, or even face 
imprisonment, torture, or death. 

We pray because God’s Word commands it and teaches us to pray for the Church (Ephesians 6:18-20). We 
pray because He works through prayer for the persecuted Church and causes their witness to inspire gospel 
transformation among the lost (2 Timothy 2:10).
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Madou, a reserved and soft-spoken Deaf man from West 
Africa, first encountered Christianity at a Deaf school where 
missionaries taught Bible stories in sign language. At 15, 
he embraced Jesus as Savior and soon became a respected 
leader in the Deaf church. After finishing school, Madou moved to a nearby village to teach at 
another Deaf school, where he hosted Bible story groups for other Deaf people. Through ongoing 
discipleship with a missionary, Madou’s faith deepened, and his transformation became evident. 
His family saw the changes in his life, but they were alarmed by his commitment to Christ. They 
tried to intimidate and threaten him into returning to Islam. Madou feared for his life, but he stood 
firm in his faith.  

The Deaf community also noticed changes — he no longer joined certain social activities, and his 
signing reflected a new spirit, free of profanity and anger. Some began to mock and threaten him. 
One morning, after a soccer team sleepover, Madou awoke to see the men preparing for Friday 
prayers at the mosque, looking at Madou with hostility. They pressured and ridiculed him, asking 
why he refused to join them. Madou stood his ground. “Because Mohammed is dead,” he signed. 
“Jesus is alive. He rose again.” The men were stunned by the clarity and power of his message. In 
that moment Madou’s body had declared the one truth that no threat could silence: Jesus is alive, 
proving that truth needs no volume to thunder. 

Praise God for Madou’s courage. Pray that the witness of persecuted believers worldwide will 
shine brightly.

Madou teaching at a Deaf school in West Africa. IMB photo.

DEAF BELIEVER’S FAITH THUNDERS 
IN THE FACE OF HOSTILITY
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PRAY FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH GLOBALLY  
Madou’s story of persecution is one of many that are unfolding around the world right now. 
We must unite in prayer for all our persecuted brothers and sisters.
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with you

WE PRAY

Ask God to comfort and strengthen persecuted 
believers who “are afflicted in every way, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but 
not destroyed” (2 Corinthians 4:8-9). 

Pray for the Church to be confident in Christ’s 
ultimate victory on the cross, remembering John 
16:33 – “In the world you will have tribulation. But 
take heart; I have overcome the world.”

Pray God will give persecuted believers the 
perspective and grace to “count it all joy” and 
trust “that the testing of [their] faith produces 
steadfastness” (James 1:2-3).

Pray for believers around the world who endure 
persecution to continue speaking God’s Word 
“with all boldness” (Acts 4:29). Ask God to use 
their witness to draw many people to Himself.
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YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE THROUGH PRAYER  
The Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church is an opportunity for individuals and churches across the 
Southern Baptist Convention to unite in prayer for our brothers and sisters around the world who are 
persecuted for their faith in Jesus.

As persecution persists, so must our prayers.
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When we pray for persecuted believers, 
God glorifies Himself through their 
steadfast faith and our persistent 
intercession. He uses their witness to 
reveal the surpassing power of Christ  
and transform lives through His gospel.

Join us in a month-long 
prayer journey with IMB’s 
PrayerPoints newsletter.  
Download or subscribe:  
imb.org/prayerpoints



THANK YOU 
FOR JOINING US IN PRAYER  

FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH.

INFORMATION FROM OPEN DOORS CAN BE FOUND AT   OPENDOORSUS.ORG.


