
 
 
A guide for connecting well with your missionary 

As you plan and prepare for your mission trip, one of the most important elements is the 
partnership with your missionary host. Regular communication and a posture of humility 
before the trip even begins will greatly shape the effectiveness of your time on the field.  
 
Look to your missionary host for strategy and direction  
Your missionary hosts have a long-term church planting strategy in place and are the 
resident experts on the culture, context, and people they serve. The most fruitful short-
term mission trips—those with lasting Kingdom impact—are marked by a willingness to 
serve the local field team rather than create a “great mission trip experience.” Trust their 
leadership, align your plans with their vision, and engage in the long-term work already 
underway. Your team is joining an ongoing ministry, not starting something new, so 
approach planning with curiosity, flexibility, and a desire to support what God is already 
doing through missionaries and national believers. 

Helpful questions to ask your missionary host  
As you connect with your missionary host, consider asking the following questions to 
build clarity and alignment: 

• Can you share about your work and your vision? 
• Who is on your team, and how can we be praying specifically for you? 
• Can we confirm travel details and arrival expectations? 
• International travel can be complex, often involving departure on one day and arrival 

the next. Clarify if your team needs to arrive by a specific date or time. 
• What would a “win” look like for you during our trip? Ask how your team can best 

serve their local strategy and ministry goals. 
• Are there any security considerations our team should be aware of? Many 

missionaries serve in secure or sensitive locations and may not want names, 
photos, or locations shared publicly or on social media. This may also affect how 
your team promotes the trip for prayer or financial support. 

Final Encouragement 
Strong mission trips are built on trust, communication, and mutual respect. By listening 
well, asking good questions, and honoring your missionary host’s leadership, you help 
create an environment where your team can serve effectively and where the partnership 
continues long after the trip ends. 
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